
x Delete one character of text 
r Replace one character of text with the next character entered 
dw Delete entire word (3dw deletes 3 words) 
dd Delete entire line (3dd deletes 3 lines) 
D Delete from cursor to end of line 
s Switch to insert mode after deleting current character 
cw Delete entire word and switch to insert mode 
cc Delete entire line and switch to insert mode 
C Change (delete and switch to insert mode) from cursor position to 

end of line  
/text Search forward in the file for text 
?text Search backward (up) in the file for text 
% With the cursor on a parentheses, bracket, or brace character, you 

can press the % key to move the cursor to its matching open or 
close character 

yy Copy (yank) the current line of text into the default (unnamed) 
buffer 

“byy Copy (yank) the current line of text into the buffer named b 
5yy Copy five lines of text to the default buffer 
p Paste the default buffer after the current cursor line 
P Paste the default buffer before the current cursor line 
“bP Paste the contents of named buffer b before the current cursor line 
J Join the current cursor line with the next line in the file 
Enter Split the current line at the cursor position when in insert mode. 
u Undo the last change that was made 
U Undo any changes made to the current cursor line 
:r filename Read the file named filename and insert it below the current cursor 

line 
a Append text to the right of the cursor 
i Insert text to the left of the cursor 
o Insert a new line below the current line 
A Append text to the end of the current line 
I Insert text at the beginning of the current line 
O Insert a new line above the current line 
:w Write the file to disk 
:wq Write the file to disk and quit the editor 
<shift>ZZ Same as :wq 
:w! nfile Write the file to a new disk file called newfile 
h Move cursor one position to the left (left arrow) 
j Move cursor one line down (down arrow) 

k Move cursor one line up (up arrow) 
l Move cursor one position to the right (right arrow) 
^ Move to the beginning of the current line 
$ Move cursor to the end of the current line 
b Move to beginning of previous word 
w Move to beginning of next word 
e Move to end of next word 
G Move to end of the file 
:n Move to line n 
Enter Move to the first word one the next line 
ctrl+b Page backward (up) 
ctrl+f Page forward (down) 
x Delete one character of text 
r Replace one character of text with the next character entered 
dw Delete entire word (3dw deletes 3 words) 
dd Delete entire line (3dd deletes 3 lines) 
D Delete from cursor to end of line 
s Switch to insert mode after deleting current character 
cw Delete entire word and switch to insert mode 
cc Delete entire line and switch to insert mode 
C Change (delete and switch to insert mode) from cursor position to 

end of line  
/text Search forward in the file for text 
?text Search backward (up) in the file for text 
% With the cursor on a parentheses, bracket, or brace character, you 

can press the % key to move the cursor to its matching open or 
close character 

yy Copy (yank) the current line of text into the default buffer 
“byy Copy (yank) the current line of text into the buffer named b 
5yy Copy five lines of text to the default buffer 
p Paste the default buffer after the current cursor line 
P Paste the default buffer before the current cursor line 
“bP Paste the contents of named buffer b before the current cursor line 
Command Action 
J Join the current cursor line with the next line in the file 
Enter Split the current line at the cursor position when in insert mode. 
u Undo the last change that was made 
U Undo any changes made to the current cursor line 
:r filename Read the file named filename and insert it below the current cursor 

line 


